BISMARCK

As the result of a war in the near future, he contem-
plated for Italy a condition of intimacy and dependence
towards France, and for himself perhaps the acquisition of
a few points on the coast. It formed part of this pro-
gramme that Prussia should not be opposed to him. France
and Prussia supplement one another; he considered it a
mistake that Prussia in 1806 did not side with Napoleon
like other German powers. It was desirable to consolidate
our territory by the acquisition of Hanover and the Elbe
duchies, and thus lay the foundation for a stronger Prus-
sian navy. There was a lack of maritime powers of the
second rank, who, by the union of their active forces with
those of the French, might put an end to the present
oppressive preponderance of England. There could be no
danger therein, either to them or to the rest of Europe,
because they would by no means be taking part in one-
sided selfish undertakings of the French, but only in free-
ing the seas from the prepotency of England. His first
wish was to secure the neutrality of Prussia in the event
of his incurring a war with Austria on account of Italy.
I might sound the King about all this.

I answered, I was doubly delighted that the Emperor
had given me these intimations, firstly because I was
bound to see in them a proof of his confidence, and sec-
ondly because I was perhaps the only Prussian diplomatist
who would engage to hold his tongue,1 both at home ancj
towards his sovereign, respecting the whole of this com-

1 As a matter of fact there are no communications respecting this inter-
view in the reports to Manteuffelof April II and 24, or May i, 1857 (Preus-
senim Bundestag?, iv. 257 &c., iii. 91 &c., 94 &c.); nor are there any in
the letter to Gerlach of April u, 1857 (Briefe Bismarck's, &c. p. 311 &c.).
That Bismarck had told the latter about it is evident from Gerlach's Denk-
wurdigkeiten, ii. 521.
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